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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 



NOTICE. 



Attention is called to the fact that it is customary to begin new tables 
of the contagious diseases on January 1 and July 1 of each year, omitting 
the old tables which have been completed in the last number of the 
Public Health Reports in December and June, respectively. 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and monthly. 

Connecticut — Bridgeport. — Month of November, 1902. Estimated 
population, 72,000. Total number of, deaths, 107, including diphtheria, 
5 ; enteric fever, 3, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

Stamford. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated population, 20,000. 
Number of deaths not reported. No deaths from contagious diseases 
reported. 

Georgia — Augusta. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated popula- 
tion, 42,441. Total number of deaths, 69, including enteric fever, 2, 
and 10 from tuberculosis. 

Columbus. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated population, 
19,303— white, 10,276; colored, 9,027. Total number of deaths, 21— 
white, 9 ; colored, 12 — including 2 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Maryland — Cumberland. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated 
population, 17, 128. Total number of deaths, 29, including enteric fever, 
2, and 1 from tuberculosis. 

Michigan. — Reports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended January 3, 1903, from 76 observers, indicate that influenza, 
diarrhea, enteric fever, smallpox, diphtheria, whooping cough, inter 
mittent fever, cholera morbus, and dysentery were more prevalent and 
erysipelas, measles, and remittent fever were less prevalent than in the 
preceding week. Meningitis was reported present at 2, whooping 
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cough at 20, measles at 30, enteric fever at 46, diphtheria at 51, scarlet 
fever at 84, smallpox at 101, and phthisis pulmonalis at 232 places. 

Minnesota — Winona. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated popu- 
lation, 23,000. Total number of deaths, 26, including diphtheria, 2, 
and 4 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Montana — Helena. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated popula- 
tion, 13,000. Total number of deaths not reported. One death from 
scarlet fever reported. 

New Hampshire — Franklin. — Month of December, 1892. Estimated 
population, 5,843. Total number of deaths, 7, including 1 from tuber- 
culosis. 

New Jersey — Passaic. — Four weeks ended January 3, 1903. Census 
population, 27,777. Total number of deaths, 26, including 1 from 
diphtheria. 

New York. — Eeports to the State board of health, Albany, for the 
month of November, 1902, from 156 cities, towns, and villages, having 
an aggregate estimated population of 7,467,050, show a total of 9,010 
deaths, including diphtheria, 248; enteric fever, 208; measles, 19; 
scarlet fever, 63 ; smallpox, 20 ; whooping cough, 41, and 951 from 
tuberculosis. 

The Monthly Bulletin says : 

During the three fall months just past the actual mortality has been 
less than the average for the past five years by about 250 deaths, and, 
relatively to the population, the death rate has been considerably less, 
or about 15.5 per 1,000 living, against 16.5. There has been a saving 
in deaths of early life, which is notable, 600 fewer deaths having 
occurred under the age of 5 years than the normal. There were like- 
wise somewhat fewer deaths a ( ; the other extreme of age, past 70 years. 
There has also this year, as compared with recent years, been a saving 
during the autumn months in the mortality from the 10 or more com- 
mon infectious diseases, which are below the average numerically by 
the decrease in the total number of deaths, 250. All of these diseases 
caused fewer deaths than the average except i-carlet fever, wl ooping 
cough, and smallpox. Consumption, which is attended with a pretty 
uniform mortality, caused 2,900 deaths in the three fall months, 200 less 
than the average. Acute respiratory diseases on the other hand shows 
a.higher death rate than the average, by about 2(H) deaths. From dis- 
eases of the circulatory system there was an increase amounting to 425 
deaths ; and of the nervous system an increase of 200 deaths ; and 
there were 130 more deaths from accidents and violence than the 
average, 1,780 deaths having occurred in the three months from this 
class of causes. From diseases of the digestive system there was a very 
marked decrrase from the normal average, amounting to nearly 700 
deaths, there having been 1,770 deaths in the three months against a 
normal of 2,440. This deviation is murh less marked in diarrheal 
diseases, however, which caused the average autumn mortality, and the 
variation is not readily accountable. The general characteristics of 
the sanitary condition of the autumnal season as measured by fatality 
have been such as caused a lessened prevalence of most infectious 
diseases and of those diseases affecting infancy and childhood, with an 
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increase of diseases of the respiratory, circulatory, and nervous systems, 
the total of deaths being less than the average of the last five years for 
the corresponding period. 

November is uniformly the month of smallest mortality from all causes. 
During the current month the average daily mortality has been 300, 
against 342 for the rest of the year, and a death rate of 14.7 per 1,000 
population against 17.0 for the preceding months, representing a saving 
of 1,200 deaths for the month compared with the other ten months. 
Compared with June, which is always the next healthiest month in this 
State, there are 450 fewer deaths, the saving being in infectious diseases, 
chiefly diarrheal, but all being less except typhoid fever and diphtheria. 
On the other hand, diseases of the lungs and consumption have a larger 
fatality this month. Deaths from intestinal diseases commence to 
increase abruptly in June ; those from pulmonary diseases increase in 
October and continue to until February, when there is a decline until 
June, and they are at a minimum during the summer months. The. 
infant mortality is at its lowest in November, and the 2,100 deaths under 
5 years of age are at the average for past years. Typhoid fever 
reaches its highest mortality in October, and has decreased to a moderate 
degree from last month as usual. Diarrheal diseases have fallen to the 
normal of about 250 deaths. Whooping cough, which commonly has 
its highest mortality in the summer months, has caused 44 deaths, the 
ordinary number, though its prevalence is noted in parts of the State. 

Acute respiratory diseases have an excessive mortality, having 
increased from 985 in October to 1,326, or about 100 above the average. 
Generally, there have been about 700 deaths for this in September, 1,000. 
in October, and 1,200 in November. There has likewise been an increase 
in deaths from diseases of the nervous system, and since it is on these 
two groups that la grippe chiefly expends itself, it is probable that there 
has commenced during the month the annual recurrence of this epidemic, 
its existence being moreover reported from various localities. It is 
probable that it has added 250 to the mortality of the month, but the 
degree to which la grippe adds numerically to the mortality must always 
be a matter of inference. This is shown by the returns of this month, 
since out of 2,000 deaths in cities and villages there were 13 certificates 
that mentioned it as in any way contributory to death, and of 1,645 
deaths in rural towns there were but 8. These reports generally indicate 
the association of la grippe with pneumonia, heart or cerebral disease, 
and old age. 

Pneumonia caused 479 deaths ; in October, 492. Bright' s disease, 461 
deaths (of 689 from all urinary system diseases) ; in October, 522. Tuber- 
culosis, other than pulmonary, is reported as follows: Eight deaths 
from tubercular meningitis, 13 from abdominal tuberculosis, 1 tubercu- 
losis of the bladder ; the same parts of the State reports 378 deaths from 
pulmonary tuberculosis. In October there were 13 nonpulmonary to 
138 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis. 

Smallpox. — During September and October there was comparatively 
little smallpox in the State, but in the last two months it has become 
more widespread. The present chief centers are Rochester, where in 
November there were 144 cases reported, and 173 in December, and 
whence it spread to 6 adjoining towns in Monroe County, and to 7 more 
remote localities, 35 cases in all ; Clinton County, where in 5 towns 
cases originating in Canada have occurred since October, and in the 
towns of Plattsburg, Altona, Beekmantown, and Ellensburg there are 
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now 10 or 15 cases ; also in Essex County, at Schroon, 3 cases ; at Walton 
and 4 adjoining towns of Delaware County, ithas prevailed since summer, 
and a few cases still exist ; in Chatauqua County, at Findley Lake and 
Franklin ville, 15 or 20 cases beginning in October by importation from 
Pennsylvania, and later about the town of Bllicott, where at this time 
there are 3 cases; at Perry, Wyoming County, in October and Novem- 
ber, 7 cases starting from a Canada case and extending to Mount Morris 
and Salamanca. At the end of the year there are 24 cases in Monroe 
County outside of Eochester, where the outbreak is believed to be 
decreasing ; at Buffalo, Syracuse, Olean, Bristol, and Yosts, Montgomery 
County, 9 ; in Clinton and Essex counties, 17 ; Ellicott, 3 ; Salamanca, 
3 ; Lyons, 1 ; some 60 cases in all. There were 19 deaths in Eochester 
and 1 in Brooklyn during the month. 

North Carolina — Charlotte. — Month of December, 1902. Census of 
population, 18,091. Total number of deaths, 23, including smallpox, 
21 ; and 1 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Pennsylvania — Columbia. — Month ended January, 5, 1903. Census 
population, 12,316. Total number of deaths, 13, including 1 from 
scarlet fever. 

New Castle. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated population, 
34,000. Total number of deaths, 506, including diphtheria, 6 ; enteric 
fever, 42 ; measles, 6 ; scarlet fever, 1 ; whooping cough, 5, and 64 
from tuberculosis. 

Tennessee — Knoxville. — Month of December, 1902. Estimated 
population, 35,000— white, 26,000; colored, 9,000. Total number of 
deaths, 48 — white, 29 ; colored, 19 — including enteric fever, 3, and 8 
from tuberculosis. 

Utah — Salt Lake City. — Month of December, 1902. Census popula- 
tion, 53,531. Total number of deaths, 73, including diphtheria, 3; 
enteric fever, 5, and 6 from phthisis pulmonalis. 



